
Valedictory report of the Special Winter School (Refresher Course) held from 
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th

, 2017 to March 8
th

, 2017 
 

Valedictory function of the Special Winter School (Refresher Course) was held on March 8
th

, 

2017 at UGC-Human Resource Development Centre, University of Kashmir which was presided 

over by Prof. Mushtaq A. Siddiqi, Vice-Chancellor, Islamic University of Science and 

Technology. At the very outset Course Coordinator, Dr Mohammad Ishaq Geer extended a warm 

welcome to the Chief Guest as well as all participants of the course that was attended by a total 

of 41 faculty members from various colleges and universities across India, including 2 

participants from Jammu, 1 from Ladakh, 4 from Rajasthan, 2 from Maharashtra and 1 from 

Kerala. Dr. Geer presented a gist of proceedings of the three week long Refresher Course stating 

that a total of 31 renowned and reputed Resource Persons from various Universities deliberated 

upon various topics related to the theme of the Refresher Course i.e., “Towards excellence in 

higher education”. Dr. Geer emphasized that while sufficient strides have been made over the 

past several decades in terms of equity and inclusion, access and expansion, considerable 

challenges remain in terms of employability and relevance, quality and excellence of our higher 

education system. He elaborated upon the design, planning, organization and conduct of the three 

week long Winter School (Refresher Course) detailing out various Resource Persons that were 

invited and various topics that were covered during their deliberations. 

 

Some of the prominent Resource Persons who interacted with participants of the course included 

Prof. Siddiq Wahid, Ex-Vice Chancellor, IUST, Prof. Nisar Ali, Ex-Dean, Faculty of Social 

Sciences, University of Kashmir, Prof. M. Amin Sofi, Ex-Dean, Academic Affairs, University of 

Kashmir, Prof. M. Ashraf Wani, Dean, Academic Affairs, University of Kashmir, Prof. Musadiq 

Amin Sahaf, Registrar, University of Kashmir, Prof. Abdul Salam Bhat, Controller of 

Examinations, University of Kashmir, Prof. Khurshid Ali, Former Dean, Academic Affairs, 

University of Kashmir, Prof. M.Y. Peerzada, Principal, Govt. Degree College (Boys), Anantnag, 

Prof. Zafar Ahmad Reshi, Former Registrar, University of Kashmir, Prof. Irshad Ahmad Wani, 

Director, North Campus, University of Kashmir, Prof. Mohammad Ashraf Shah, Principal, Govt. 

Degree College, Baramula, Prof. Gull Mohammad Wani, Former Director, Institute of Kashmir 

Studies, University of Kashmir, Prof. Shakil Ahmad Romshoo, Head, Dept. of Earth Sciences, 

University of Kashmir, Prof. Noor Mohammad Bilal, Former Faculty, Dept. of Law, University 

of Kashmir, Prof. S. Mufeed Ahmad, Head, Dept. of Management Studies, University of 

Kashmir, Dr. Anita Kotwani, V.B. Patel Chest Institute, New Delhi, Prof. Mahmood Ahmad 

Khan, Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Kashmir, Dr. Naseer Iqbal, Chief Proctor, 

University of Kashmir, Prof. Parveen Pandit, Principal, Institute of Advanced Studies in 

Education, Dr. Parvaiz Ahmad Koul, Prof. and Head, Dept. of Internal Medicine, SKIMS, Prof. 

Hamidullah Marazi, Dean, School of Social Sciences, Central University of Kashmir, Prof. 

Ghulam Mohiuddin Bhat, Dean, Faculty of Applied Sciences and Technology, University of 

Kashmir, Dr. Raiees Ahmad Qadri, Prof. and Head, Dept. of Biotechnology, University of 

Kashmir, Prof. M. Ashraf Ganie, Dept. of Endocrinology, SKIMS, Prof. Irshad Ahmad 

Nawchoo, Dept. of Botany, University of Kashmir. 

 

Various topics chosen by the Resource Persons for deliberations during the course included 

Higher education: know your college sector; Global, national and local imperative for higher 

education: role of teachers; Higher education in the changing paradigm; History of Kashmir; 



Choice based credit system at the undergraduate level; A few thoughts about achieving 

excellence in higher education and research; Nature and operation of Article 370 of the 

Constitution of India; Need for academic leadership in higher education; Towards Kashmir 

politics in connection with excellence; E-Learning; Role of data mining in achieving 

transparency in higher education; Literature and purpose of human life; Job satisfaction as a 

means of achieving mastery in one’s career; Total quality management in higher education; 

Higher education current scenario with special focus on J&K; Inappropriate use of antibiotics in 

the community; Global and national initiatives to tackle anti-microbial resistance; Personality 

and emotional intelligence and implications for teachers; Influenza-facts and fiction; Emergence 

of entrepreneur universities-a call for change in leadership orientation; Towards excellence in 

higher education; Multiple quality assurance agencies in higher education; Higher education and 

methodology of teaching; Promotion of innovation, invention and skill development for inclusive 

growth; Stress, immune system and cancer; Achieving excellence in teaching-learning process; 

Biodiversity of J&K state; Reforms required for achieving excellence in higher education. 

 

During his valedictory address, Chief Guest Prof. Mushtaq Siddiqi, Vice-Chancellor, IUST 

emphasized that the colleges and universities have to redesign and redefine their role in 

contemporary times instead of continuing with redundant models. Talking about his model on 

achieving quality and excellence in higher education Prof. Siddiqi laid stress on three important 

pre-requisites of enhancing motivation level of teachers, augmenting educational infrastructure, 

making it more compatible and comparable to international standards and enhancing motivation 

level of students instead of enforcing compulsive education upon them. Prof Siddiqi urged upon 

all higher educational institutions to do an operational research with a view to find out whether 

goals and targets of our educational policies have been achieved and in case goals have not been 

achieved, we need to redesign our course curricula. He also underlined the importance of 

conducting impact assessment of course participants by HRDC after a period of six months in 

order to evaluate effectiveness of its programmes. 

 

Prof. Mohiuddin Sangmi, Director, UGC-HRDC in his welcome address invited all participants 

to think collectively for making our educational objectives in consonance with social objectives. 

He emphasized that planning and execution of policy framework for achieving excellence are 

inseparable. He called upon the faculty members from various colleges and universities to ignite 

the minds of young students, facilitate value addition of their education so that information gets 

transformed into knowledge and wisdom for betterment of the human kind. Prof. Sangmi 

detailed out the context behind selecting the theme of the course as ‘towards excellence in higher 

education’ and called for greater efforts at all levels to achieve this goal. 

 

Prof. Mushtaq A. Siddiqi, Vice-Chancellor, IUST distributed certificates among all the 

successful participants and at the end of the valedictory function, Course Coordinator, Dr. 

Mohammad Ishaq Geer proposed vote of thanks. 

 

 

Dr. Mohammad Ishaq Geer 

C O O R D I N A T O R 


